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Question Response 
 

How your local authority makes use 
of the powers contained in the act 

• Community Safety Officers carry out the role of dog 
warden and their vans are equipped with dog cages, 
bite gloves and snitches 

• Training from a dog behaviour expert was provided 
for all community safety officers 

• The two Senior Community Safety Officers (Wardens) 
were delegated the role of authorised officer under 
the Dog Control (Scotland) Act 2010 

• We work closely with the local police to ensure that 
the correct resource is dealing with the issue: either 
Police or Council or both. We will deal with injuries 
caused by one dog to another dog, with police dealing 
with all instances of dog attacks which led to injury to 
a human or the death of an animal. Where police 
investigate and determine that a dog control notice 
would be appropriate, they refer to the local authority 
for service of the notice. 

• We offer a microchipping service for dog owners 
resident within the authority for the cost of £10 (this 
service is promoted on the Council’s internet pages) 

Whether you consider the issue of 
out of control dogs and 
irresponsible dog ownership is 
getting worse or staying the same 
in your area 

• In our view the issue is not getting worse but there 
has been a steady increase in the number of 
complaints being made by members of the public. In 
general we believe that this is due to increased 
awareness. 
 

Any other relevant info you can 
provide that would help an 
assessment be made about how 
effective the operation of the 2010 
Act has been 

• Authorised council officers do not have the power to 
demand an offenders name and address which can 
create difficulties in identifying owners. 

• Nationally, there would be benefits from improved 
understanding and clarity on the division of 
responsibility between local authorities and police. 

• Nationally, there seems to have been an issue with 
regard to knowledge and lack of training delivered to 
the officers who are expected to deliver this service 
on behalf of the local authorities in their role as 
authorised officers. 


